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32 CFR Ch. VI (7–1–98 Edition)§ 700.321

§ 700.321 President, Board of Inspec-
tion and Survey.

The President of the Board of Inspec-
tion and Survey, assisted by such other
officers and such permanent and
semipermanent sub-boards as may be
designated by the Secretary of the
Navy, shall:

(a) Conduct acceptance trials and in-
spections of all ships and service craft
prior to acceptance for naval service.

(b) Conduct acceptance trials and in-
spections on one or more aircraft of
each type or model prior to final ac-
ceptance for naval service.

(c) Examine at least once every three
years, if practicable, each naval ship to
determine its material condition and,
if found unfit for continued service, re-
port to higher authority.

(d) Perform such other inspections
and trials of naval ships, service craft,
and aircraft as may be directed by the
Chief of Naval Operations.

Subpart D—The Commandant of
the Marine Corps

§ 700.401 Senior officer of the Marine
Corps.

(a) The Commandant of the Marine
Corps is the senior officer of the United
States Marine Corps.

(b) The Commandant of the Marine
Corps is the Marine Corps member of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and is respon-
sible, in coordination with the Chief of
Naval Operations, for keeping the Sec-
retary of the Navy fully informed on
matters considered or acted upon by
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. In this capac-
ity, he is responsible, under the Presi-
dent and the Secretary of Defense, for
duties external to the Department of
the Navy, as prescribed by law.

[39 FR 7135, Feb. 25, 1974, as amended at 45
FR 80278, Dec. 4, 1980]

§ 700.402 Succession to duties.
The Assistant Commandant of the

Marine Corps, and then the officers of
the Marine Corps, not restricted in the
performance of duty, on duty at the
headquarters of the Marine Corps in
the order of their seniority, shall, un-
less otherwise directed by the Presi-
dent, perform the duties of the Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps during

his absence, disability, or in the event
of a temporary vacancy in that office.

§ 700.403 Authority and responsibil-
ities.

(a) The Commandant of the Marine
Corps, under the direction of the Sec-
retary of the Navy, shall command the
United States Marine Corps, which
shall include Headquarters, United
States Marine Corps; the Operating
Forces of the Marine Corps; Marine
Corps Supporting Establishments and
the Marine Corps Reserve.

(b) The Commandant of the Marine
Corps advises the Secretary of the
Navy on matters pertaining to the Ma-
rine Corps. He is directly responsible to
the Secretary for the administration,
discipline, internal organization, train-
ing, requirements, efficiency, and read-
iness of the Marine Corps; for the oper-
ation of the Marine Corps material sup-
port system; and the total performance
of the Marine Corps. He shall command
such shore activities as may be as-
signed by the Secretary, and is respon-
sible to the Secretary for the utiliza-
tion of resources by and the operating
efficiency of all activities under his
command. When performing these
functions, the Commandant is not a
part of the command structure of the
Chief of Naval Operations. There must,
however, be a close cooperative rela-
tionship between the Chief of Naval Op-
erations, as the senior military officer
of the Department of the Navy, and the
Commandant, as the one having com-
mand responsibility over the Marine
Corps.

(c) The Commandant of the Marine
Corps is directly responsible to the
Chief of Naval Operations for the orga-
nization, training, and readiness of
those elements of the Operating Forces
of the Marine Corps assigned to the Op-
erating Forces of the Navy. Such Ma-
rine Corps forces, when so assigned, are
subject to the command exercised by
the Chief of Naval Operations over the
Operating Forces of the Navy. Like-
wise, members or organizations of the
Navy, when assigned to the Marine
Corps, are subject to the command of
the Commandant of the Marine Corps.
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